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I will provide a personal overview of the most important steps of my career in science, a 
journey from a graduate student in physical chemistry in an environment dominated by male-
scientists over a postdoc with a female professor in the US to the leader of a research group, 
head of division Biophotonics at BAM. This will include my choices of research topics, how I 
learnt to write well cited publications, even on topics such as reference materials and quality 
assurance,1-4 and eventually started to give lectures at Free University Berlin granting me the 
right to act as first supervisor of undergraduate and graduate students.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Fluorescence reporters and fluorescence quantum yield standards. 
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